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.from drstilled urine. In the rainy sea-

-from ‘ the *-CBI~ ‘;(Chma-Burma-India

By W endy Law-Yone'f

. Special to The Washington Post * -
. Memories" were ' rampant, - - cussing
‘was contagious; “Damn,’? said Carl, Ei-
fler,
years, but now that 1 get. near- -this;
_group the old brain pattern.is: klck-
'ing oft-and:I'm-swearing -away.’— -~
: Veterans of Detachment:101:'0f the
Ofﬁce of " Strategic” Services- (precur~

“I. haven't’ ‘used profanlty m'
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i " penetrated Burma frorn the south tand
had cut off the Burma Road, the main
ground route and ,supply lme*for the
Vmevar

allied ‘'war- effort.in” China;
~ Joe: -Stilwell: Bagd: ‘taken-:
beatm szand:n

‘2 hell" -of ‘a

.special was
needed, a group of parachutists ~demo-
litionists, . radio. ©officers and ‘other. dar-

'sor of the CIA) retreated to the Shera-
-ton-Carlton Saturday night to recall|
the dear dead days of - WWII when]
-women were gals, intelhgencegather-
.ing was not'yet a dxrty word and war
* : meant-patriotism. :: R
’ " “This outfit had. more fun than any
.otherrI knowof,”.’said “Wilkie"; Wil-]
i kinson; one of:the earliest reeruits~in
Itlus unit of guemua fighters. N

“Veteran Norm™ Larum told .about
ishootmg an ‘elephant. — not in the

edevils who would: have -to operate be-
hind. enemy. lines . in whet. Britain’s
"Gen. William Slim called “some of.the
world’s; worst - .country, - breedmg .the
world's worst diseases,
half the; -year . at. least., the ;world's
worst elxmate ” Gen. “Wild Bill”: Dono:
van, Head of ‘OSS;"gave "the order to
form..the.. clandestme -unit, -and. the.
rést .is 101+ hxstory It .was history
that: culminated :in the " recapture: of|
Burma,-which..Churchill once likened

vconscrence-stncken tones -of George

'sOrwell. but  with- sheepish .chuckles

\over the magmtude of both victim and/
—weapon. This was-a crazed bull ele-
‘phant that had sent-half:the popula
'tmn of a- v11]age up’ into the trees; an,
Larum killed him dead (as‘the:insect
spx ay ads say) with a bazooka. ¢‘rd al-
.ways wondered what a bazooka she.
would do-to an elephant. ")v., iz
So went the stories: Full of ack. ack‘
and ammo (“I fired back a". snooper-
dooper” -, " ¥ ¥It. sounded like. the
Fourth—ot" .Tuly on’ Battery: Park...
until the Crystal Room of, the Shera-
ton-Carlton: fau-l 'reeked. of gunpow-
der. o id Vi "s\
““Now, gunpowder" saxd Bm Cum-
mings; a 101 veteran whose family -had
been agrieultural _missionaries+in
Burma, “was made* by the Kachins]

son, they would urinate.- through “the
bamboo floor- of -their houses.. Come
the dry season: they'd scoopi up -the
‘deposits. and:let:the stuff leach;down
through a. bamboo-leaf filter- ‘until i
turned into sodium nitrate.’ Togethe
with pounded-up .charcoal, thls :mad
the- black: powder -they - used ihi the

old muskets.” ;- } - 3

traction. These: tribesmen" were.. fierc
and loyal fighters, and 'devisers. of

peculiar method ;of counting enemy
heads: Snipping-off the ears and later
d1v1d1ng them by two.

It was’ early‘*1942 and “the news

‘with “a’Japarese patrol,”"a Wounded
‘Kachin ranger he was trying to.rescue|
‘was ‘'shot: off* his back: = That was. th

said. Peers, to be<“one of the best" sol
Adxers;to ). fight that war.”

tox“munchmg a poreupme, qmu by
qullI g g < R

. Thelast commandmg ofﬁcer of. 101
Gen 1“Ray" Peers, was- .making.- the| .
rounds .on Saturday in . I:ugh ‘8pirits.
He :had. heen' autographing: (and sell-
ing’ like hot"rice ‘cakes) - his- latest,
book, “The My Lai Inquiry™ —-—pleased
h_e*ard very pleased by. the! reviewes

~come out with:a new- account of 101
history, . “Behind - Japanese ' Lines,
,and::also;was,.doing, a- brisk’ tfade.;

Preservmg hrstory,vdﬁ‘ one: form or|
another, appears to- be ar popular pas-
time i!or’ ’the:veterans, 1Who:“came,

mostly from Cahforma. Some are rael-

ere was even a psychmtrist from
Aberdeen Scotland “Bill Brough.  He
was a.101 medic..who- had -been .a con-
scxentrous objector. until- one_ day;:in
what ‘was. “one whale of a fxreﬁght"

<-\ 'fh ¥ :, ik A $‘

straw- that: broke- the- pacifist’s - back
Brough took up arifle and turned ou

z:’\

'.'Gunpowder“anff

200 people "included. veterans ‘and

m the. CIA sporting “George
’l];fsshﬁ?or Presxdent” buttons.~ How-y ' -
tever, “we’ re really a- mixed' crowd po--
slitically,”* said one.} “Some-~ -of zthese
. ~people are Connally. supporters. Go S

’;El,lﬁoblect, was: fo

and having for
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..Saturday mght’s= anquet of ~gome

‘ their families, along with many- reti-

Anna -Chennault,. for example

Bt~ Rapublicant Arina Chennault :

B der’
widow of. Flying. Tigers* comman!
Maj. Gen. Clau'e Chennault, and guesq

speaker for - theit evemng, had othei'
things to talk abou :
A Covermg an expanse.ot issues
ing from-" her: romancet.with
Chennault to criticism’of3 Fldel"Casr
tro’s recent visit  to'the- United States,
Chennault.went on to defend the Viet-|
nam. war (“It was not.’ wrong that we
" supported the war-in. Southeast Asias
the only- thing -wrong; -was that: we a}-
lowed it to get.into political football
to denounce normahzation -of ‘relad
tions with China as.
convenience" and‘to regret the:loss of
America’s- confidence . {“It's --still i thé
'best country in’the- world,‘ ‘le_t,;*u aot
apologxze for Amerxca_, A
- At one. point in her. speech..Chen-
‘nault asked, rhetoneally, ‘.‘Where aro
all the heroes now"’ Bt X

days: of reumtmg 8-Dd_"
snu once a hero alway

" or g1nal commandmg, tof;ﬁ.r:er, as h
pulled - out : his-; m-card‘gozderfand

mif

“a- marriage .off .
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